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with the figure-heads of Turkish galleys captured in war.
The knights won special honour at the battle of Lepanto
(1571). The cross of the Order was similar in shape to that
of the knights of Malta, but in colour red instead of white/'0
In this same year 1561 Cosimo and Eleonora, who had already
lost one of their three daughters, heard of the death at Fer-
rara of their daughter Lucrezia, Duchess of Ferrara, at the
age of seventeen. It was in after years declared that she was
poisoned by her husband, on the ground of infidelity, but
the statement is considered by the highest authorityG0 to be
quite untrue, and to have been entirely fabricated by the
Florentine juomsciti.

And now there fell upon Cosimo a terrible domestic disaster.
In October 1562 he started on a tour through Grosseto, the
Maremma, and Leghorn to Pisa, to see in person various mili-
tary and engineering works which he had inaugurated at those
places. He took with him his wife Eleonora (who had been
suffering from hemorrhage of the lungs for more than a
year, and was recommended by the doctors to go for the
winter to the milder climate near the seacoast), and his three
sons, Giovanni, Garzia, and Ferdinand. A bad epidemic of
malarial fever was in that year devastating a large part of
Tuscany, and especially the Maremma, and the doctors urged
Cosimo not to take with him his young sons; but the latter
were eager for the chances of sport on such a trip, and per-
suaded their father to disregard the advice. The expedition
had a sad ending; for within a single month Eleonora, Gio-
vanni, and Garzia all died from malarial fever, Giovanni on
their reaching Leghorn, and Garzia and his mother three weeks
later at Pisa.

Such an event could not in Cosimo's case fail to form a
foundation for a tragic tale of murder. And accordingly we
find put forward a highly dramatic one, purporting to convey
the true story of these three deaths, and stating that in a
quarrel while the two brothers were out shooting near Leg-